Historic Sitting of First All-Female Parliament Slated
for February 21
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The historic sitting of the first all-female Parliament, involving women aged 18 to 25, will be
held at Gordon House on February 21.

Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, Hon. Olivia Grange, made the
announcement on the motion of adjournment during Tuesday's (February 14) sitting of the
House of Representatives.

“All 63 constituencies will be represented. And | want to thank members of parliament were
asked to recommmend a young person to sit in parliament.,” Ms. Grange said.

She indicated that the young women will be performing all the duties that are involved in the
sitting of Parliament.

“The Prime Minister, in fact, is represented in the presence of a young lady who was
recommended by a member from the Opposition,” Ms. Grange pointed out.

She said international organization, Parl[Americas conducted preparatory workshops for the
participants and facilitated the process through which they were selected and the duties
they will perform during the sitting determined.

ParlAmericas, which is headquartered in Ontario, Canada, promotes parliamentary
diplomacy in the InterAmerican system.

It mainstreams gender equality by advocating for women's political empowerment and the
application of a gender lens in legislative work.

lts membership, of which Jamaica is a part, comprises 35 national legislatures from North,
Central and South America, and the Caribbean.

Ms. Grange said the participants are very energetic young women, “and they have said to me
that they plan to make it a lively sitting [and] also [set] an example for us the older Members
of Parliament to follow".

The Minister encouraged members of both Houses of Parliament to attend and support the
young women.

“Each of us in the Chamber is a role model to each and every one of them. We selected them
to be us in this sitting and | think it is important to encourage them. Some are university
students, community leaders, young professionals, and they all are very focused on what they
want to achieve in the future and what they want to see Jamaica become,” Ms. Grange said.

She thanked ParlAmericas, UN Women and the Spotlight Initiative for providing the
necessary support “to make these things happen”.
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% ...is the institution that promotes PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY in the INTER-
AMERICAN SYSTEM

«» ...is composed of 35 NATIONAL LEGISLATURES from North, Central and South
America and the Caribbean

« ...facilitates the exchange of parliamentary GOOD PRACTICES and
promotes COOPERATIVE POLITICAL DIALOGUE

s ... fosters OPEN PARIAMENTS by advancing the principles of transparency,
accountability, citizen participation, ethics and probity

« ... promotes policies and legislative measures to mitigate and adapt to the effects of
CLIMATE CHANGE

« ...works towards strengthening democracy and governance accompanying
ELECTORAL PROCESS

% ... ParlAmericas organizes consultations and builds MULTI-STAKEHOLDER
PARTNERSHIPS with young leaders and civil society organizations
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